In his path-breaking work, La peur en Occident (1978), Jean Delumeau called attention to the "climate of fear" in early modern Europe, which had not been given its due by earlier historians.1 The product of famine, plague, warfare, and religious upheaval, this culture of fear had been repressed, first by the aristocratic ideal of bravery, then by the cult of popular heroism that took shape during the age of democratic revolutions. Delumeau's painstaking inventory of the fears affecting both common and educated folk provided important insights into what was also Europe's first age of Atlantic expansion.
It stands to reason that the colonists of New France brought their fears with them when they crossed the Atlantic. As Louise Dechêne pointed out, twothirds of them came from France's western provinces, "regions regularly perturbed by violence of every sort." Moreover, the first pioneers came of age at the end of the religious wars and during the wave of popular rebellions, when "la doulce France was put to fire and sword."4 The same factors, however, worked in New France as in the metropolis to conceal the extent of fear within the population. A powerful military ethos pervaded the colony's elite, even -or perhaps especially -those not born to the nobility of the sword.5 After the British Conquest, heroic values continued to predominate, as nationalist historians crafted a discourse designed to instill pride in origins, thereby assuring French-Canadian survivance.6
By the twenty-first century, Canadian historians had begun to contest the pious glorification of the French colonial past. Dechêne, in her posthumous study of New France at war, went so far as to foreground the theme of collective fear, among rulers as well the ruled.7 Likewise, Gregory Kennedy's 2014 book on Acadia challenged the image of the colony as a "peasant paradise," presenting it instead as a militarized borderland characterized by fear, deprivation, and violence.8 No one, however, has systematically examined the full range of fear factors identified by Delumeau in the context of New France. That is the task of this chapter. Like Delumeau, I divide the discussion into two parts, according to social class: the fears of the majority; and the ruling culture of fear. Historians, 1840 -1920 , trans. Yves Brunelle (Montréal: Harvest House, 1982 
